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Vayeishev
(And He Settled )

And Yisrael loved Yoseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his
old age. And he made him a long-sleeved robe. But when his brothers saw that
their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and were not able
to speak peaceably to him. And Yoseph dreamed a dream, and told it to his broth-
ers. So they hated him even more. And his brothers envied him, but his father
guarded the word. And his brothers went to feed their father’s flock in Shekem.
And Yisra’él said to Yoseph, “Are not your brothers feeding the flock in Shekem?
Come, I send you to them. Please go and see if it is well with your brothers and well
with the sheep, and bring back word to me.” So he sent him out of the Valley of
Chevron, and he went to Shekem. And a certain man found him, and see, he was
wandering in the field. And the man asked him, saying, “What do you seek?” And
he said, “I am seeking my brothers. Please inform me where they are feeding their
sheep.” And the man said, “They have left here, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to-
wards Dothan.”” So Yoseph went after his brothers and found them in Dothan. And
they saw him from a distance, and before he came near them, they plotted against
him, to kill him. And they said to each other, “See, this master of dreams is coming!
“Now, then, come and let us now kill him and throw him into some pit, and we shall
say, ‘Some wild beast has devoured him.” Let us then see what comes of his
dreams!” But Reuben heard and rescued him from their hands, and said, “Let us
not take his life.” And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood. Throw him into this
pit which is in the wilderness, and do not lay a hand on him” — in order to rescue
him out of their hands, and bring him back to his father. So it came to be, when Yo-
seph had come to his brothers, that they stripped Yoseph of his robe, the long-
sleeved robe which was on him. And they took him and threw him into a pit. And
the pit was empty, there was no water in it. And they sat down to eat a meal. And

they lifted their eyes and looked and saw a company of Yishmaelites, coming from

Gilad with their camels, bearing spices, and balm, and myrrh, going to take them
down to Mitsrayim. And Yehudah said to his brothers, “What would we gain if we
kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come and let us sell him to the Yishmael-

ites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, our flesh.” And his
brothers listened.
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Yoseph is going to Egypt.
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